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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
ANATOMY.
A CASE was recently communicated to the
Anatomical Society of Paris, by M. Phi-
louze, of which the following are the parti-
culars :--A patient, affected with anasarca,
and labouring under general symptoms of
disease of the heart, was admitted into the
Hospital, but died soon after admission.
On opening the body, considerable dilata-
tion of the right auricle was found, together
with ossification of the right auriculo ventri-
cular orifice. The orifice of the pulmonary
artery was also found ossified, as well as
contracted. One of the semilunar valves at
the commencement of the pulmonary artery,
contained, according to the narrator, an
osseous prolongation. What this means, it
is not quite easy to say ; but it is to be re-
gretted, that in describing a pathological
change, which has never, we believe, been
before detected in the human subject, some-
thing less vague and more satisfactory had
not been given.
There are two cases related in the Nouvelle
Biblaotheque Medicale for August, of tetanus,
in which the appearances found in both
after death, were inflammation of the spinal
marrow and its membranes. It is a fact
worth attending to, that in all the cases of
araclinitis spinalis mentioned by M. Olli-
vier in his work on the spinal marrow, the
most marked symptoms of tetanus were pre-
sent during life. The tetanus in the cases
given by this author, and in those mentioned
-in the Bibliotheque, was only the conse-
quence or effect of inflammation of the
spinal marrow and its membranes. Unfor-
tunately, in this country, the spinal marrow
is so rarely examined, that few pathological
anatomists have had an opportunity of see-
ing this part of the body a sufficient number
of times after death, to give any decided
opinion on it. The point is one deserving
of attention. In fact, we have been informed
that in the largest lunatic asylum of this
metropolis, there is a standing order against
opening the spinal marrow! !
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It may perhaps appear a little extraordi-
nary to English anatomists, the majority of
whom rest in general satisfied with a coarse
and superficial knowledge of anatomy, that
it has been a subject of great inquiry
abroad, whether the thumb has a metacarpal
bone and two phalanges, or no metacarpal
bone and three phalanges. The object of
this paper is to prove the latter of these
points.
Aristoteles regarded this bone as belong-
ing to the carpus, without assigning any
reason for this classification. Among the
writers of later date, and of real authority
in anatomy, Galen was the first who re-
garded the metacarpus pollicis of Aristotle
the first true phalanx, and gives us at the
same time his reasons in the following
words :&mdash;" Consentaneum est et asserere
magnum digitum ex tribus ossibus constare,
et non metacarpis primam illius phalangem
ascribere qua; ab utrisque sui partibus per
diarthrosin connexa est, quod primis quidem
digitorum, non autem metacarpi ossibus
accidit. Undenonnullisjure asseruerit me-
tacarpi quidem quatuor duntaxat, quinque
vero digitorum quindecim ossa esse." (Gale-
I nllS de ossium natura, Cup. XIX. de metacarpo
ae digitis.)
How very slender the osteological know- w
ledge of Celsus was, appears very evident
in his De Medicin&acirc;, Lib. VIII. cap. 1, where
he says, " In manu vero prima palmap pars
ex multis minutisque ossibus constat, quo-
rum numerus incertus." His assertions
on anatomical subjects are of little worth ;
in one place lie ranks the os metacarpi pol-
licis, as it has been called, among the meta-
carpal bones, and in another he places it
among the phalanges: " Quinque ossa recta,
ad digitos tendentia palmam explent," and
shortly after : " A quibus ipsi digiti oriun-
tur, qui ex ossibus ternis constant." Pliny
has copied from Aristotle, without having
used his own eyes, and has consequently
been led into much confusion. The following
anthors hare declared themselvs in favour ofGalen’s opinion, and against Aristotle’s :-
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Stephatms (de Dissectione partium Corp. BHum. Libr. III. cum fig. a Stephano Rive- ITio compositis, 1539).
A. Laurentius (Hist. Anatomise Corp.
Hum. 1599).
F. Plater (de Corp. Hum. Structura,
1603). ,
Knoblochius (Disputationes Anatom. et
Psycholog. 16-12).
Fabricms ab Aquapendente (Opera Ana
tom. et Physiolog. 1619).&mdash;" Natura tres
articulos digito unicuiqne constituif et pollex
prae caeteris motu pollet."
I. Casseri Placentini. (Tab. Anatom.
LXXXII. 1627.)
Spigelius (Op. Anatom. 1645),-men-
tions that Galen has with tmth admitted
four metacarpal bones, since the bone com-
monly known under the name of metar-
tap-us pollicis, possesses by far too great
motion for it to be classed among the carpal
bones, but ought much rather to be re-
garded as a real phalanx.
Bidloo (Anat. Corp. Hum. 1685).
Manget (Theatrum Anatom. 1717).&mdash;
" Metacarpi quatuor ossicula, duindecitn
digitornm, in singulo ; hie etiam annume-
rato polliee, tria."
Vesalius (Op. Anat. et Chirurg. 1725).
" Quatuor metacarpi, quindecim autem di-
gitorum ossa semper enumerabimns."
Cowpei- (Anat. Corp. Hum. 104 Tab.
curante Dundass et Schomberg. 1750).&mdash;
" Quatuor ossa metacarpi, quindecim digi-
torum." And many others.
In modern times, Albinus and others,
among whom Blumenbach holds a conspi-
cuous rank, have declared for Aristotle’s
opinion, without, however, stating reasons
for the assertion.
In favour of the view which regards the
commonly called os metacarpi pollicis as the
first phalanx of the thumb, there may be
added to the arguments advanced by Galen
about the motion it possesses, those of the
form of the bone, its ligaments and muscles,
with their points of attachment.
On looking at the upper surface of this
bone of the thumb, it will be found deep-
ened, which is rather the reverse in a true
os metacarpi. In reference to the ligaments,
we find the membrana capsularis ossis meta-
carpi pollicis not wider than a ligamentum
capsulare phalangis primas. The internal
and external batral ligaments belong to the
ligament, lat, of the phalanges, as they pro-
ceed externally and internally from the end
of one phalanx to that of another.
If we view this bone as the first phalanx,
it will be perfectly consistent with the in-
sertions of the muscles in the other pha-
langes.
corn. digitorum, and the extel1. poll. maj.into the second phalanx.
3. Flexor digitor. profundus (perforans,)
and flexor longus pollius into the third pha-
lanx. lateral slip from the m. exten. com.digit, and the exten. poll. min.to the third
phalanx.
. 
In conclusion, the luxations and fractures
of the four proper metacarpal bones, which
. are not very often observed to take place,
frequently occur in the first phalanx of the
 thumb, as, indeed, in all the other phalanges.
PATHOLOGY.
On the Changes of the Mucous Membrane, pro-
duced by Inflammation, By M. ANDRAL.*
*Repertoire d’Anatomie, Vol. I.
THE papers on gastritis, published by M.
Andral in the " Repertoire," are particu-
larly deserving of attention, not merely on
account of the celebrity of the author, or of
the great importance of the subject in a
practical point of view, but also because
they are well calculated to remove the erro-
neous views entertained by some of our
contemporaries on this subject. Some of
the contributors to the " Yellow Journal,"
for instance, seem to entertain most strange
notions concerning the nature and treatmentf inflammation of the mucous membrane.
lining the intestinal canal. One of these
learned Thebans saw a patient, who com-
plained of intense pain of the abdomen, with
a quick and febrile pulse, pain of the
head, eyes suffused, &c.; and though the
bowels had been opened freely by medicine
before admission to the hospital, purgatives,
diuretics, and diaphroretics were orderedforthwith in the greatest abundance. To
relieve the pain of the head, leeches were
applied to the temples ; to lower the pulse,diaphoretics were given ; the diuretics, pro-
bably, were intended to act on the principle
of counter-irritation, by inviting or solicit-
ing the diseased action to remove itself tothe kidneys ; and the purgatives, 
1. Abductor indicis and pollicis inserted
into the first phalanx.
2. The middle tendon of the m. exten.
the theory on which they were employed is
one of the most extraordinary that the his-
tory of medicine has to record. The other
medicaments appear to have been prescribed
to fulfil certain indications. Each was in-
tended to do a certain duty ; the practitioner,
doubtless, having been informed by his
books, that the best principle in practice is,
to combat symptoms as they rise, and so
he put down in his prescription an item for
every symptom ; but it never for a moment
appears to have entered into his head to
suppose that these disturbances depended
- solely on irritation in the stomach and
- bowels. At length, however, he stumbled
on this great discovery ; it appeared to him
